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To begin with, just a few 


Remarks from the Rector 


(with translation provided by CSU Researcher David Bernans) 


"| don’t see how universities are going to manage without an 
increase in tuition fees in the face of these unprecedented funding 
cuts from the government." 
-Quoted in Canadian University Press after the 1996 
tuition freeze was declared. 


Translation: My corporate friends and I recognize the need to cut 
education and other public services. After all, how else are we going to 
afford tax cuts for the extremely wealthy? But the government shouldn’t 
freeze tuition. Education should only be for those who can afford to pay 
for it. 


"It’s a backdoor tuition [Concordia’s $270 administrative fee] with 
the full knowledge and agreement of the Ministry of Education. 
We’re not going behind their backs. All the other universities are 
also charging administrative fees of the same level, because the 
Ministry of Education recognizes very clearly that the 
consequences of not having it are very undesirable for the Quebec 
education system." 
-Quoted in the November 2nd, 1999 issue of The Link. 


Translation: We found a way to pay for corporate tax cuts on the backs 
of indebted students. Instead of raising tuition, which would contradict 
the tuition freeze, we simply invent all kinds of new fees to charge 
students. The Ministry of Education is in full agreement with us because 
it has the same corporate agenda. The Ministry only agreed to the tuition 
freeze in the first place because students mobilized and produced a wave 
of strikes and occupations not seen since the 1970s. 


Hey all... 


Welcome to Concordia! 
Welcome to your Union! 


And welcome to the Concordia Student Union newsletter. We want to 
keep you informed about what your union is thinking and doing throughout 
the year. We plan to get The Unabridged out once a month. We’re aiming 
to inform you better - so that you can better participate. 


So why The “UNABRIDGED?” 


Concordia University publishes a magazine called The Bridge, which is sent 

out to new students as part of "the new student program." Sound familiar? - You were charged $35 for it when 
you registered here. Turns out you’re paying for a University promo rag. As we saw this summer, The Bridges 
slogan should be if you want to know about what’s really happening at Concordia - ask someone else. 


NY, 


This June the CSU was given permission to print information we wanted new students to be aware of, in the 
fall issue of The Bridge. But when all the work was done and sent off to the coordinator we found out it was 
too good to be true. We received an email saying that the University was refusing to print two of our articles. 
They stated that "We are of the view that the article[s]" do not "present a fair representation of the issues raised 
and [are], in fact, defamatory." Everything that is written in the two articles is true. So presumably, by "fair" 
the University actually means, "nice," "sugar-coated," "flattering." Hmmm. 


So the immediate purpose of this issue is to show you what the University didn’t want you to see. But there is 
a lot of information that Concordia and its Administration doesn’t want you to have. There are two student 
newspapers who try to keep you up to date and cover each new issue, but the CSU newsletter will let you know 
what your union is thinking of doing about it. Sometimes students feel uncomfortable approaching established 
student organizations - but this is your UNION, not a clique.. The Unabridged is one way that we hope to get 
you familiar with what’s happening around here, and most importantly... how to become involved at any step. 


United we stand... Divided we fall. 
Keep your heads up and your eyes open, have fun, and get involved! 


a 


"Certainly | accept the legitimacy of the vote 
[on abolishing the administrative fee and 
kicking corporations off the University’s 
Board of Governors], but that doesn’t mean 
that | agree with everything that was voted 
on." 

-Quoted in the November 

2nd, 1999 issue of The Link. 


Translation: Unfortunately, students have fought 
for and won the right to express their democratic 
will through their own organizations. Therefore, I 
can’t challenge the legitimacy of that process when the students’ will runs contrary to the corporate interests that 
control the University. Fortunately, the University is not a democracy. The mere fact that students vote in an 
overwhelming majority to get rid of the CEOs that sit on the highest governing body of the University does not 
mean that we have to democratize. The mere fact that students vote in an overwhelming majority to get rid of 
fees that are in violation of the province’s tuition freeze does not oblige us to act. The only way students will 
force us to make these kinds of changes is through direct action. 


"It's a pity that a small group of students [from the Middle East] bring their quarrels here." 
-Quoted in a recent issue of The Suburban. 


Translation: Arab and Muslim students who do not quietly accept the occupation of Palestine and the disgusting 
human rights violations through which the occupation is maintained are not welcome on this campus. 


The Unabridged «Concordia Student Union 


When you register as a new student at Concordia University, you are required to pay 
a $35 “orientation fee''- a fee that goes to something called the New Student Program. 
Don’t be fooled by the name, the program is not run by students. As part of the New Student 
Program thousands of dollars are spent on the publication and mail-out of a magazine for all 


new students called The Bridge. In past years, the CSU made a contribution to this 
magazine. As all undergraduate students automatically become members of the CSU it is 
important to us to have this opportunity to speak to our members. 


This summer a whole article and some surprising details were "editorialized" out of the CSU 
contribution to The Bridge. They put it to us this way: 


1. Given that The Bridge is a University publication and not a publication 
of the CSU, we will not publish the article by Dave Bernans entitled "Concordia 
University and the Corporate Community: Making a Killing". We are of the view that 
the article does not present a fair representation of the issues raised and is, in fact, 
defamatory. 


2. For the same reason noted in point 1, we will not publish the fourth 
paragraph (beginning "Because CEOs of big banks..." ) which appears in the 
untitled article that introduces the CSU (sent as email attachment "Union_intro- 
csu"). 


The article The Bridge refused to print addressed the implications of Concordia’s corporate 
community in human rights abuses around the world and is published here in this copy of 
The Unabridged. The separate paragraph, which was to appear as part of a section called 
“Why have a Union?” was the biggest shock. CSU Executives have already told the New 
Student program what we think of this. This is a copy of the letter sent by the CSU 
Executive to Marlene Gross, Program Director of the New Student Program: 


ok kK 


Marlene, 


| would like to express our disgust at The Bridge's decision not to publish the Concordia 
Student Union's submissions to this year’s Bridge magazine. This CSU Executive is proud of 
the achievements of student activism at Concordia and is committed to continuing to support 
struggles for accessible education and social justice. 


The CSU is the accredited representative of all undergraduate students at Concordia. 
Undergraduate students attending Concordia for the first time automatically become 
members of the Union. In previous e-mails, you made it clear that despite the fact that the 
Bridge magazine is published using students' money, there are no students involved in its 
production or editorial board. It was for this reason that, in response to your letter dated May 
24th, 2001, | expressed our reluctance at submitting to any kind of editorial process. This was 
also discussed at length when we met on June 1st. When we initially spoke on the phone you 
had no problem with what was proposed for The Bridge and | specifically said that it would 
be modeled on last year's submissions. 


The purpose of The Bridge is to introduce new students to life at Concordia and it is our 
opinion that issues like the rising cost of education and the extent of involvement by private 
sector interests in the University are especially important for new students. If, as you imply, 
your primary concern is that The Bridge is not a CSU publication, then why did you not accept 
our offer to include a disclaimer, pointing out that the facts/opinions expressed are solely 
those of the authors and the CSU. The accusation of defamation is a very serious charge and 


We all know that Concordia ‘snot perfect, but, 
whatever you do, don't say it outloud 


we are extremely interested to know what you specifically believe is defamatory. 


We are sympathetic to the University's desire to avoid publicity around their shameful 
association with many corporate interests, however this doesn't justify attempting to deny the 
existence of those relationships. Your desire to remove the fourth paragraph from the CSU 
Union Intro (“United we stand, divided we fall”) is an extreme example. This paragraph, which 
appears as part of the section called "Why have a Union?", reads: 


Because CEOs of big banks and multinational companies sit on 
Concordia's board of governors; because Concordia administrators have 
tried to impose backdoor tuition fees on students; because Concordia 
curriculum is being influenced by corporate demands; because students 
need space now and the university doesn't wanna listen; because racism 
and sexism is rampant within the University's structures; because so many 
Concordia buildings are not wheelchair accessible; because heterosexism is 
still raging in the classroom; because the students should decide what their 
education looks like; because of all this and more, Concordia students have 
to keep fighting for change on campus! 


You cannot deny that these statements are true. Admittedly, not every community at large 
member is or has been a CEO of a bank or a multinational, but the fact remains that they are 
still owners, members of boards of directors, or deeply rooted in many large corporations. The 
Concordia administration and the CSU have engaged in lengthy discussions concerning the 
Administration's attempt to increase student fees, despite the province wide tuition freeze 
meant to keep education affordable and accessible. Corporate donations are ensuring that 
faculties and curriculum that interest them benefit in the form of better facilities and resources. 
Meanwhile many programs and student groups in need of space, such as the Concordia 
Muslim community's need for a prayer space or the need for more daycare spaces at Loyola, 
continue to wait. Sexism, racism and homophobia continue to effect students’ relationship 
with the University and their experiences at Concordia. Most of the buildings on MacKay for 
example are inaccessible to many students. New students coming to Concordia deserve to 
know that they will have to continue to fight for change. 


The University should not be ashamed of these realities, unless they are unprepared to 
address them or fight to change them. We encourage you to reconsider your decision. 
However, if you refuse to reconsider not publishing Dr. Bernans' article | can assure you that 
the CSU is committed to having it made available for our members and to make them aware 
of your reluctance and implications for not publishing it. The CSU does not tolerate political or 


~ any other form of censorship. = => ~ 


Sabrina 
on behalf of the CSU executive 


kkk 


The university did respond, but they didn’t print our articles. Their response was to point out 
that in the future The Bridge was going to have more student involvement, maybe a student 
or two would get to be on the editorial board. If you are a new student who received The 
Bridge, take a look at the fifth paragraph in our article on page 15. Notice anything? 
Unwilling to just have the paragraph disappear, we submitted that paragraph; which is just 
like the one they cut, except all the reference to the University administration have been 
removed. 


Dave Bernans’ article is printed here on page 5. é 


Capital Campaign and 


Administration Fee 


by Patrice Blais, VP Finance 


The university had a few nasty surprises in mind for students four years ago. One of them was 
imposing an administration fee, starting at $3 per credit and moving up to $12 per credit last year. Two 
years ago, student mobilization with CSU intervention managed to stop this fee at $9 per credit. This 
$270 represents an insult to students and an illegal back door tuition hike. The administration decided 
to accept the government’s lack of funding and picked on an easier target: the students. 


a packe 


Its. article 


Then there’s the capital campaign. Despite the long tradition of student fees being approved in a 
referendum, the Capital Campaign was imposed on all students four years ago, for a period of 10 years, 
in a meeting where around 50 students were present. When the CSU put it to referendum, 90% of the 
student population rejected the capital campaign fee. For PR purposes the university decided that 
students with "financial need" could request to be exempt from both the Administration and Capital 
Campaign fee. It might sound reasonable, but they keep it quiet so that you do not apply. A full-time 
student could save $270 plus $60 on their tuition. $330! This is your money... DON’T LET THEM 
HAVE IT! Drop by the CSU information table in the Hall Building Lobby or at the CSU offices in H- 
637 where someone will assist you. All students can apply and we can tell you if you are eligible - over 
60% of students are. 
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tHe csU- ORIENTATION EVENTS SCHEPULE 


NOTE - All dates, times and locations are subject to change due to weather and other catastrophes. For the most up-to-date informations go to http://csu.tao.ca. 


sina TUESDAY WEDWESPAY THURSPAY 


| Lunch with People’s Potato 
Lunch with the [Py wy, AE n oPlitting the Sky 12TH and on the outdoor stage the (kYe-m Lunch with People’s Potato FRIPAY 19TH 


7pm in room H-110 abstract digressions of Maquinn Melodia and on the outdoor stage 


People’s Potato 
and Tunes by Association for John Splitting the Sky Hill, one of the Ts'Peten and Vertical Mosaic, Montreal’s purveyors _ the poetry of nah-ee-lah and Hip- SPHR Solidarity event- 
the Liberation of Techno Defenders, has done extensive research and writing on of electrified pop Hop at its best with FBI Jedeyez. Building for the Sept. 15th, 
2pm at Loyola the governmental and military involvement in the siege at 12 noon on the Terrace 12 noon on the Terrace 2001 rally in the city of 
Gustafsen Lake, British Columbia. In his speaking engagements, Montreal, in memory of the 
Direct Action & Resistance, Splitting the Sky explains the events at Gustafsen lake, the political Da Bloody Gashes - Avant-rock/art punk Uprising in Bolivia Sabra & Shatila Massacre 
Bringing the Struggle Home motivations behind this violence, and the ongoing work of 5pm on the Terrace 7pm in room H-110 7pm in room H-110 
7pm, Room H-110 colonization in "Canada. He has just completed an autobiography Student & Campesino movements in Bolivia: 
Se ‘Bollis OGAP organiver. Jagoi Singh entitled, The Autobiography of Splitting the Sky, with Sandra Against the Arsenal of Repression: with Juan Nivardo Rodriguez, a student Taking global struggles to a local level: 
CLAC organizer, Karina Chagnon CLAC, Bruderer: From Attica to Gustafsen Lake. Splitting the Sky willbe | Resistance & Solidarity - on Plan Colombia organizer and activist f rom La Paz will Focus will be on bridging the gaps 
Rapid Action organizer Comité de sans Launch of CSU Researcher [#7 ETH 7pm in room H-110 speak about the campesino movement, a —_ between the fight for Palestinian 
David Bernans’ new book, War in Colombia; with Martin Movilla, Colombian journalist. Central force in the "Water War" against liberation and the anti-capitalist anti- 


emplois reflections on recent squat action. 


Con U Inc.: Privatization, Marketization in exile, Comité Crétien pour les droits humains en globalization movement. This event will 
Open Mike @ Reggie's and Globalization at Concordia Amérique Latin, and David Bernans, researcher at the Happy Hour introduce ideas about how to organize 
9pm in Reggie’s University (and beyond) Concordia Student Union. on the Terrace against international repression in your 
7pm, In Reggie’s On the outdoor stage - Rythmic — own communities with both thoughts 
IFTH Ward Churchill Speaks - "Con U Inc. is a warning that formerly public Missionaries and real live blue from SPAR (Solidarity for Palestinian | 
Meet the new boss, same ___institutions like universities are being turned into PAE ag Lunch with People’s Potato and on grass with Notre-Dame-de-Grass Human Rights) and CLAC (the Anti- 
as the old boss: globalization, willing servants of the needs and interests of the the outdoor stage Black Theater 5pm on the Terrace Capitalist Convergence). This event is 
genocide and resistance most powerful private institutions in society: large Workshop and Tomas Jensen viewed as a bridge between 
7pm, room H-110 banks and corporations. Yet, Bernans does not draw 12 noon on Reggie’s Terrace Redesigning Life? The Worldwide struggles which in 
Ward Churchill is a Keetoowah Cherokee, that conclusion rashly; instead he piles on the The BIG NIGHT on Reggie’s Terrace Challenge to Genetic Engineering: with essence 
professor of American Indian studies at the evidence. Unlike other studies of these processes, The tropical rhythms of Glen Clarke & The Jose Bove. Francois Doufour, Brian 
University of Colorado / Boulder, a member of | Con U Inc. focuses on a single institution, Concordia Exotics, More Filthy Lies by Alexis O’Hara Tooker S, A TURPAY 
the leadership council of Colorado AIM University in Montreal. As a result, we get an The funky chops of Charly Buss, Les 7pm. in room H-110 | 
(American Indian Movement), former National unprecedented amount of research detailing the Valkyries’ flaming choreography, Brian Tooker, editor of the recently published Hal Niedzviecki launches Ditch, 
Spokesperson for the Leonard Peltier defense infiltration of this university by the likes of Bio- FREEWORM, and vegetation=fuel. anthology Redesigning Life? will examine the with lan Ferrier, Catherine Kidd, 
committee, and author of A little matter of Chem Pharma, Bell Canada, Pratt and Whitney, 7:30pm on the Terrace worldwide challenge to genetic engineering. The and Kaie Kellough. 
genocide: Struggle for the land, Pacifism as Nortel Networks, Sodexho-Marriot and others." A soda tour bg fs a and 5$, 8pm at Casa del popolo, 
i i Briging togeather radical anti-capitalist ran¢ois Dufour, members of the Frenc 4873 st.laurent 
| 23 TH Against Respectability: F ri a student & union organizing Confédération Paysanne and authors of the Elal: Neds piseLdsuthe muthoc lon Smelbir 
: Radical Queer Liberationist 7pm in room H-110 recently translated book The World Is Not For ; 
OUT-Loud Film Night - A Politics; Bridging the Gap Between Radical With D Bleak f ats oi Sale. (short stories), Lurvy (a novel retelling of the 
montage of some of the gng Queer Politics with Gary Kinsman. in Wave bleakney tram ine Canadian Charlotte's Web story), and We Want Some 
queerest shorts around. 7pm. in room H-110 Union of Postal Workers Sra teiva hnebk Too (a non-fiction book on the effects of mass 
; . CSU General Assembly media on contemporary constructions of self). 
Pais ; a et aS Lids 1 ; H-110 i on the outdoor stage He is the editor of Broken Pencil, Canada's 
Film Night 378 — meh and ae bbe ‘ 4 pm in room i vai _ si or primary magazine on alternative culture, and 
a udbury, Untario. re ts the author of fe night of wild, out-loud talent in suc a 
‘scl i ste Sepa Regulation of Desire: Homo and Hetero The Radical of Queer Politics avers it deserves more than this square at ar ok li ~, ‘ 
ilm students past & present ee Liasiilew aris ant Galick ae Mehnse Nistional 8pm at Location TBA eee oF oronto for 'zinesters and independent 
8pm on the Terrace stipe eh ae mrcbhtceulen J, ee ane iid i: Sa can handle. Suffice i to say that it is a publishers. Ditch is a subversive, 
Security? He is co-author of the forthcoming A 5-person panel on feminism, queer politics and bridging the gap MIMinspiredProduction. compelling portrait of a young man's 
book The Canadian War on ‘Queers’: between radical activism and queer and women’s liberation. With the — To check out the line-up look for posters plunge into adulthood, set in 
wemoons army, the Blood Sisters and the Concordia Student or go to http://csu.tao.ca. 


Union. 


STOP THE INSANITY! 


$270 Admin Fee? 
$60 Capital Campaign Fee? 


ull time student could save $330! 


When the CSU put it to referendum, $07 of the student population rejected 
[he capital campaign fee. For PR purposes the university has decided that 
Students with financial need can request to be exempt from both the 
Administration and Capital Campaign fee. It might sound reasonable, but 


hey Keep if quiet So that you do not apply. Drop by the CSU information 
fable in the Hall Building Lobby or at the CSU offices in H-637 where 
someone will assist you. 
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Concordia University and the Corporate Community: eae oe 


Making ral Killing ectenbia: ak tipo 


assassinated teachers are 
by David Bernans, CSU Researcher 


escorted to their place of 
rest by students and 
colleagues. Over the past 
five years Colombian para- 
military forces have killed 
more than 400 teachers as 
well as thousands of other 
union leaders who have 
resisted the privatization of 
public services. These 
murders pave the way for 
privatizers like Concordia- 
connected BCE and Nortel. 


Millions of people in Africa are dying from AIDS while millions more are HIV positive with no access to expen- 
sive drug treatments. Over the past decade, more than 35 000 Colombians have been murdered in politically-moti- 
vated violence while millions have been displaced as a result of this military and para-military violence. In recent 
years, hundreds of Palestinians have been killed and thousands have been injured by Israeli occupying forces. 


What does all of this have to do with Concordia University? The corporations that profit from these cases of mass 
murder are part of Concordia’s "corporate community". 


Our Corporate Partners 


Corporate Crime University Connection 


BioChem Pharma Makes expensive HIV/AIDS drugs and has worked together with || Until recently, BioChem Pharma President Francesco Bellini was 
(now part of the Shire other pharmaceutical giants to make sure that the world's poor || on Concordia University’s Board of Governors. His company’s $1 
Pharmaceuticals Group) continue to die instead of allowing cheaper generic versions of its || million "donation" to the university led to the creation of the 

drugs onto the market. When South Africa and Brazil threatened || Biochem Pharma Genomics Research Laboratory. In a letter to 


to produce their own generic drugs, and pharmaceutical |! Concordia’s Rector (and fellow Board member) Frederick Lowy, 
oS corporations turned to the World Trade Organization for protection |} Belini promised another $1 million to be paid if his company 


BIOCHEM bli | . 4 h f h H d d " | + h d z s :. 
public. retations inighimare for t sit Sennen a ‘solution’ had to || between his company and the laboratory could be established. 
be found. The recent negotiated "solution" to the HIV/AIDS crisis || jy other words, funding would only be given if Concordia’s public 


involves the creation of a "World Bank AIDS Trust Fund" that will || resources could be used to further the research agenda of 
help poor countries pay the exorbitant costs of HIV/AIDS drugs. || Bellin’s private pharmaceutical corporation. BioChem Pharma 
Since the Fund’s Board will likely include corporate || siso selis chemical supplies to the University. 

representatives from the very pharmaceutical multinationals that 

were the source of the problem to begin with, we can expect poor 

people to continue to die from HIV/AIDS precisely because they 


are poor. 


Bell Canada Enterprises Major players in the Colombian telecommunications sector. As the 
(BCE) and Nortel Networks Colombian telecommunications industry is privatized, these 
corporations expect to expand their operations and their profits. 
Privatization is happening over the dead bodies of unionized |} has hot only influenced the curriculum at Concordia, it has 
public telecommunications workers, literally. In 1998, resistance to negotiated the creation of an entirely new programme of study - 


privatization in the form of strikes led to the assassination of seven || tejecommunications. It is a safe bet that Concordia 
—[- unionists and the arbitrary detention of thirteen more. The same || iglecgommunications students will not learn much about the 


B CE military and para-military forces responsible for the massacres of || social impacts of the privatization and deregulation of the 
Colombia's indigenous peoples (as part of the so-called "war on || telecommunications industry. 
drugs") also kill hundreds of union organizers every year. 


BCE and Nortel are part of a telecommunications corporate 
consortium that has established the multinational and multi-- 
campus International Institute of Telecommunications (IIT). IIT 


Pratt & Whitney Isa multinational producer in the aerospace sector. In the past, it |} Pratt & Whitney is on the External Advisory Board of the Faculty 
supplied helicopter engines to the Indonesian armed forces |} of Computer Science and Engineering. It has purchased 
occupying the country of East Timor. It has recently won the || hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of research services 
contract to produce F16 engines for Israel's air force - the same || from the university over the past four years. The company has 
F16 engines that the Israeli government has used in its bombing pledged $100 000 to the University’s capital campaign for the 
campaigns in Lebanon and the occupied territories. These || construction of an Aerospace Simulation Facility. It will also be 
bombing campaigns are part of the Israeli state terror that has |) providing $1.2 million in funding for the creation of the Concordia 
killed civilian men, women and children whose only "crime" is their || institute of Aerospace Design and Innovation (CIADI). 
nationality. 


Students and Workers: Partners in Struggle 


It may seem that these wealthy and powerful corporations have all the cards stacked in their favour. Just as we worked with various anti-capitalist groups to disrupt the 
Corporations dominate Concordia’s Board of Governors (the highest governing body of the University), and as | Summit of the Americas in Quebec City, we can work with a broad 
public funding is cut, we are more and more dependent on funding from private sector corporate bodies. coalition of groups to disrupt the proper functioning of the capitalist 
Nevertheless, the wealthy and powerful are few while the poor are many. Students can work togetlier with the system in Montreal. Concordia is an important hub of the information 
exploited and oppressed of the world to challenge the power of multinational corporations. Students can refuse | economy and students can use their collective power within that hub to 


to be trained as cogs in a corporate machine and instead demand popular education in critical thinking. affect change. 

The Concordia Student Union took a stab at Pratt & Whitney last year when students voted to stand with 6 
Palestinians against the Israeli occupation, demanding that Israel respect United Nations resolution 242. We can 

do more. David Bernans is the Concordia Student .Union’s Researcher and 


Archivist. He is the author of Con U Inc.: Privatization, Marketization and 
We can demand that Concordia stop doing business with these corporate killers. We can demand that @/Palization at Concordia University (and beyond). He can be reached 
Concordia’s telecommunications programme include mandatory study of the social impact of privatization, Ry ClNgIreH peseargiGcsutao.ce: 
liberalization and deregulation of telecommunications and other public services. We can demand that 
Concordia’s biotech research not be commercialized for private gain. 
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Rector Lowy Expels Student Activists 


Laith Marouf and Tom Keefer 


On August 20, 2001, Frederick Lowy, rector of Concordia University, drastically increased 
the level of repression on campus by expelling, and banning from Concordia University 
property, two long standing student activists, Laith Marouf and Tom Keefer, for having 
allegedly engaged in a "confrontation" with University security guards on July 20th 2001. 
This alleged incident occurred over Marouf's spray painting of "pro-Palestinian" graffiti on 
an abandoned, disheveled University building that was demolished shortly after. Lowy, 
who was out of the country when the event occurred, justified his decision to expel these 
two students solely on the basis of statements made by Concordia security guards, 
claiming that Keefer and Marouf behaved violently and uttered "threats" to the security 
guards. 


However, according to the student witnesses present, it was the guards who acted in an 
unprofessional and abusive fashion by assaulting Marouf after illegally entering the CSU 
offices and escalating the confrontation after Keefer and a dozen other students and 
employees of the CSU converged on the scene. Given Lowy's failure to seek testimony 
from the dozen witnesses on the scene before taking such drastic action, it is clear that he 
is more concerned about responding to pressure from supporters of the Israeli colonial 
regime (who have been calling for action to be taken around this issue) than he is about 
the safety of University staff and students. Marouf and Keefer, two elected representatives 
of the Concordia Student Union, are facing termination of their university careers at 
Concordia with no opportunity to answer the charges leveled against them. Their rights to 
due process and to a hearing at a University Rights and Responsibilities Hearing Board are 
being flagrantly ignored. 


Want to contact the CSU? 


| Telephone: 514. 848. 7474 
Pax ‘514. 848. 7450 : 
mail: csu@CSU. tao. ca 
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This statement is an out-right lie, 


Lowy claims that the two for Concordia’s own Code of 3 


Academic Conduct states that a 


ane not students, therefore student is "a person registered 
he does not have to go during a preceding academic term." 


Keefer and Marouf were both 


through the Rights and registered in last year’s winter term 
eg Oo a and were planning to register for the 
Responsibilities process. 


upcoming fall semester. 


This action by the senior administration of Concordia University would be alarming even if 
it was an isolated incident. However, the measures taken against these two duly elected 
student representatives by an un-elected and unaccountable University administration are 
just the latest in a series of attempts to intimidate and destroy campus activism at Concordia. 
In the span of the past several months, the Concordia Administration has: denied the student 
group Solidarity for Palestinian Human Rights (SPHR) the right to use university space for 
its events, citing "evidence" from The Suburban newspaper's articles (this newspaper has 
been reprimanded twice by the Quebec Press Council for making blatantly racist comments 
about both French Canadians and Arabs) which claim that the SPHR is tied to "Islamic 
terrorist groups"; implemented a new policy of limiting postering for all Concordia student 
groups; refused to allow any student groups to book H-110 for student events, which is 
traditionally the place where the CSU has held its General Assemblies and where the SPHR 
and Muslim Student Association have regularly held large-scale political meetings and 


cultural events. rs 


“Concordia Steer ae 
(1455, de Maisonneuve ee 
‘Suite: H- -637, Montreal, PQ 136 IMs 


/ 
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Muslim Prayer Space 


For the last insulting seven years, the Concordia Muslim Student Association has patiently 
requested that three separate spaces be permanently assigned (or at the very least, assigned 
through a 10-year contract) to accommodate the needs of Muslim students; a daily prayer 
space for women, a daily prayer space for men with a capacity of about 100 people, and a 
Friday prayer space that could accommodate the 400-500 students, staff, and faculty who 
gather for congregational prayer every Friday between 12:30pm and 2:30pm. 


Muslim students have a religious obligation to perform prayer 5 times a day, at set intervals, 

from early in the morning to late evening. Therefore, it is utterly impossible for many 

students to return home to pray between classes, labs, and other activities; doing so would 

seriously jeopardize their ability to meet their academic goals. Thus, the issue at stake is not 
"secular vs. religious institutions" (besides, 
Concordia does have a Campus Ministry and a 
Chapel), but access to education. Besides 
which, it is the norm for educational institutions 
to provide prayer space for Muslim students. 


At the moment, there exists a tiny prayer space 
for men with a capacity of 25 people. An even 
tinier space exists for women; the first ever 
allotted which, besides being too small, is not 
guaranteed through any contract and can be 
confiscated at any moment. Friday prayers are 
performed in contractless H-721, the only room 
on the downtown campus large enough to 
accommodate congregational prayers. 


The reason contracts have not been be signed 

for these spaces is that they are reserved for 

other uses, which when need be, take 
precedence. The men’s space belongs to the Campus Ministry, while both H-721 and the 
women’s space belong to the "academic pool." 


As part of a possible "solution", the ingenious administration has recently proposed that the 
men’s space be relocated to the building that previously housed the Concordia Women’s 
Center which was deliberately evacuated due to mold. Not to guess at the admin’s intention, 
but mold is a glaring health hazard... 


Muslim students, staff and faculty at Concordia have used the Friday prayer space in H-721 
for the last decade, have faced numerous problems and have clearly been discriminated 
against. Friday prayers have been cancelled and/or moved on several occasions, including 
three occasions this past summer alone to accommodate classes of sixty. During the summer, 
hundreds of Muslim students, staff, and faculty were forced to pray in the noisiest of all 
places; the crowded cafeteria, whilst 60-something students had a class in a room that can 
easily accommodate 500 persons. 


H-721 is clearly the only space large enough and tranquil enough to accommodate Friday 
congregational prayer. The problem lies in ownership, it belongs to the Applied Human 
Sciences department that uses the huge space for its comparitively small classes. A room 
beside H-721 has been suggested to the MSA, ironically it is only half the size of the usual 
prayer space and under no condition would it accommodate more than 250 persons, short of 
human stratification. 


The obvious room-swap idea was proposed to the Dean; that Applied Human Sciences be 
allotted the smaller room that still comfortably accommodates it’s classes and the MSA be 
allotted H-721 as daily prayer space for women and men as well as Friday congregational 
prayer space. This is clearly the most efficient solution for everyone. However, the dean has 
hitherto refused to entertain this motion which was supported by a dozen student groups. It 
remains unclear why this reality-based solution has not been implemented. For his part, Dean 
Boisvert has only stated that, for the next year, things would remain "status quo." 


Following the failure of negotiations between ASFA and the CSU the Concordia Student 
Union has decided to continue functioning as an umbrella association for the Arts & 
Sciences departmental associations. The Concordia Student Union will work with the 
associations to organize a referendum to secure funding like the other three faculties. 
Until such a referendum occurs and the members have expressed their choice, associations 
will continue to be considered part of the CSU umbrella. Budget requests must be 
submitted at a budget meeting for all Arts & Science departmental associations on 


Thursday September 27th at 6pm in room H-645 (CSU community room) 


In the last election, the ACCESS slate proposed the idea of creating a coop 
bookstore on campus. Many students supported the project and now we are doing the 
groundwork to see the project realized. It is obvious that the University Bookstore’s goal 
is not to have the cheapest prices and the best quality, but instead to make as much profit 
as possible for the University. It is selling academic material and school supplies at a 
higher price than other companies around, while claiming to sell supplies at educational 
prices. 


You can help us to build a store with the unique goal of providing the best prices and 
quality, where any surplus is reinvested into making the store better. One really important 
thing you can do is encouraging your teachers to order books through the Coop Bookstore. 
Without the huge markup charged at the University bookstore, they will be getting the best 
deal for you. 


Every time you choose to buy your books or school supplies at the Coop Bookstore you! 


will be helping to build a store that is dedicated to better serving its customers. Want us 
to carry an item? Be sure to mention it to us. 
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By buying your books and supplies from 
us and selling your used books here, you 
are helping to build a COOP bookstore 
and getting the best price. 


If a bookstore is controlled by the people 
who use it, those people can make sure it 
exists to benefit the community, not to 
make profits for some guys at the top. 
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e university bookstore~ 


is ripping you off. f : q 
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and supplies for cheap. : wate ae 
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weekdays from 10-6 


